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Urban Villages Connect Zilker Neighbors
An Invitation from ZNA President Andrew Elder

WHEN | wAS AKID, | LOVED THE BBC sHow Connections. It's a
documentary series from the late seventies where the host
followed a string of events to show how our modern world is built
on various and unexpected relationships from the past. The show
also features some spectacularly bad disco -era fashion, so it's
entertaining on many levels. On a more modern note, if you
happen to catch the latest issue of the Austin arts and culture
magazine Tribeza, you'll see some Zilker neighborhood connec -
tions front and center.

There's Zilker resident and city staffer Annick Beaudet, lead -
ing the charge for bicycle programs throughout Austin. I'm happy
to announce that bicycle funds will bring a new multiuse side -
walk along the west side of Robert E. Lee Boulevard later this
summer, helping to connect the neighborhood to Zilker Park.
Thanks to the efforts of the ZNA Executive Committee and
neighbor/developer Ryan Diepenbrock, we have secured commit -
ments to future sidewalks along the east side as well (see p. 8).
Both sidewalks are important because (Continued on page 11)

Public Works coming to a street near you
Street reconstruction slated for September

SEVERAL BLOCKS BETWEEN RABB GLEN AND LA
CAsAa streets are likely to be torn up this fall
and next year. The affected streets within
the Zilker neighborhood are:

¢ Ann Arbor from Arpdale to De Verne

¢ Arpdale from Paramount to Bluebonnet
¢ De Verne from Rae Dell to Paramount

¢ Paramount from Rabb Glen to end

+ Rabb Glen from Rae Dell to Ann Arbor

The City of Austin project, called Group 10, is part of the
street reconstruction program in the city's 2006 bond package.
Slated to begin in September 2011, the work will include water,
wastewater, and storm sewer improve - (Continued on page 3)

WATERMELON
SOCIAL

July 25

Monday 7 - 8:30 PM
Zilker Elementary School
1900 Bluebonnet

X X X

Meet your neighbors and
x  Get your child
fingerprinted (page 2)

x  Meet Public Works staff
in charge of street
reconstruction (page 1)

x  Get updates on ACL Fest
traffic plan (page 4)

x  Learn about historic
church and cemetery on

Goodrich (page 5)
x  Volunteer for Little
Zilker Park projects (page 8)
Eat watermelon,
play games, win prizes,
and celebrate Zilker

X X X

Newcomers, old -
timers, home -

business neighbors

All Welcome
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Get Your Child's Fingerprints, and Watermelon, July 25

CONSTABLE RICHARD McCAIN, who serves our
Travis County Precinct 3, has accepted the invita -
tion of Zilker Neighborhood Watch volunteers to
attend the ZNA Watermelon Social on July 25.
Besides visiting with neighbors about the role and
responsibilities of the constable and his 17 depu -
ties, he will provide child identification kits and
fingerprinting for children who attend the social
with their parents. Distribution of the kits is one
way that the constable's office can help make
Zilker a safer place.

Child ID kits provide a convenient place for
parents to record vital information about their
children, in a form that can be easily turned over
to law enforcement officials if a child becomes lost.
"The few moments it takes to record this informa -
tion may prove vital in the recovery and identifica
tion of a child should they become lost," McCain
explained. These records are not maintained by the
constable's office, however, and McCain empha -
sized the importance of
keeping your own
child's information:
"Please take a few
moments to record
your child's personal
information in the
booklet, including
their fingerprints
and a current photo -

<

graph. Parents may also

wish to include a lock of J

the child's hair, which / :

can be used for DNA '

testing. Parents should

update the photograph ’

every year. Take :

photographs as the

child normally looks. For children under the

age of two, the photo should be updated every

four months. Fingerprints should be updated

every few years. While a child's fingerprints

never change, their fingers become larger as

they grow, making fingerprints easier to read.
"Keep a separate record for each of your

children. Keep this booklet in a safe location,

- but one which allows you easy access 24 hours

a day should you need it for law enforcement
officials. Parents should also make a mental
note of what their child is wearing each day."

Constable McCain urges parents to take
advantage of this child ID service: "Please help
us in our efforts to protect the children of
Travis County."

Bring your kids to the new playscape at
Little Zilker Park the evening of July 25, 7
pm, behind the school, and let them get their
hands messy with watermelon and
fingerprinting ink. ZNA will provide plenty of
paper towels and baby wipes.

-8:30
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Southpaws Playschool
23248 South Lamar, 78704

512-440-7529

www.southpawsplayschool.com
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Now offering Dogal Call for more information.

Enjoy it Hot or as a
Delicious Refreshing
Iced Tea!

www.nilevallevherbs.com
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(Continued from page 1) ments
prior to full -depth street recon -
struction. Texas Gas Service, how-
ever, may need to complete some
work first, so the Public Works
Department may delay construc -
tion on some parts of the city's
project. For now, the Group 10
project is scheduled to be complete
by March 2013.

The project also includes these
streets in the Barton Hills neigh -
borhood (west of Rabb Road):

+ Cliffside from Wildgrove to
Spring Creek

+ Ridgeview from Barton
Parkway to Micheal

+ Westridge from Ridgeview to
end

¢+ Rockingham from Barton
Skyway to Barton Parkway

¢ Rock Terrace from Barton
Skyway to Barton Parkway

The project manager and con -
tractor have been invited to ZNA's
Watermelon Social on Monday,
July 25 (behind Zilker Elementary
School), to answer any questions or
address concerns of residents .

The Group 10 Project manager
for Public Works is
Rick Colbrunn.
He can be reached at
rick.colbrunn@oci.austin.tx.us
or 974-7089.

Visit the Web site
cityofaustin.org/publicworks for
more information on this and
other capital improvement
projects citywide.

Editor's note: Thanks to Michelle
LoRee Frith, Outreach and
Marketing Coordinator for Public
Works, for supplying ZNews with
this information in time for our
print deadline.

IF YOU HAD BEEN COLLECTING

RAINWATER

SINCE JANUARY
YOU WOULD STILL HAVE

1700 GALLONS

*Assumes an average-sized home and irrigated yard.

SILUE,
GSOLD

ENGINEERING

Residential and commercial
water reuse and rainwater solutions
Ask us about financing.

BLUEGOLDENGINEERING.BIZ
512.944.0677

ZIlKEeowor
preschool
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now ,
forming

Zilkercoopschool.org

Peter Stiles
663.7619

Green Mango Real Estate

www.greenmangorealestate.com
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Keep your lawn healthy

and beautiful with

--—-

-~

grasshopper lawncare

Complete lawn maintenance for your home

or business. Sign up online. Pay online.

It's that easy.

www.grasshopperlawncare.net

Weekly or bi-weekly service starting at just $21/week
Go online or call 512-560-9575 for more information
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Austin City Limits Traffic Plan

VOTE We Voted, and How

THE AUSTIN CiTY LimiITs Music Festival will be W Thanks to everyone who voted in
September 16-18 this year. the City Council Place 3 Runoff Election on June

The first of the annual planning mee“”gs 18, 2011. Citywide, we did not manage to break
between C3 Presents ACL, the nearest neighbor - )
10% on voter turnout, but every section of the

hoods, and the City of Austin was held in mid - citv turned out more voters than in the Ma

July, after this newsletter went to press. At the Y N Y . ! may

April ZNA meeting, the membership recommend - election, a remarkable achievement given the
’ trend of declining interest in Council elections.

ed the addition of temporary No Parking zones .
on Garner, Lund, and Meghan and removal of Altogether, our seven South Central neighbor -

the barricade with police officer at Linscomb. hoods turned out an additional 1046 voters.
Those proposals have been submitted to event Zilker precinct 332 pushed its turnout from
planners by Steve McGuire on behalf of ZNA. 20% to 26%, and precinct 462 went from 11%
Updates should be available at the ZNA to almost 15%. The two precincts combined had
Watermelon Social on July 25. 924 voters, 217 more than in the May election.
The festival Web site (www.aclfestival.com) The south end of ZNA votes in the
continues to encourage people to use Capital sprawling Barton Hills precinct 342, and they
Metro or other alternative methods of transpor - also turned out for the runoff, with 952 votes
tation, especially bicycles, and not to drive and cast, or 20%. Barton Hills added 233 voters
park in the neighborhoods adjacent to Zilker over the May election.
Park. Check the Web site for the latest info. We voted overwhelmingly for Kathie Tovo,

Expect roads leading into the park to close at 72% in Zilker and 65% in Barton Hills. The
midnight on Thursday and reopen midnight on
Sunday: Barton Springs Road at Robert E. Lee,
MoPac frontage at Columbus Drive, Stratford
Drive at Nature Center Drive. Access into the
Zilker neighborhood is usually restricted at
Kinney and Virginia, at Sunset, and at Lund. A
temporary No Parking zone should be in effect on

average for the South Central neighborhoods
was 66% in favor of Tovo.

For a good summary of the citywide turnout
and an excellent map, see the Austin Chronicle
for the week after the election.

Thanks to everyone who helped get out the

the east side of Kinney from the fire station at vote. Lorraine Atherton, ANC Sector Rep
Collier north to Virginia.

AN SRR T e P
Anstm'l'q?h‘.éom B Barton Hills Assisted Living 441-6000

1606 Nash Avenue License#000389, 030323

Barton Hills Guest House
1809 Ford Street
Offering personal care in an elegant home-like
environment, conveniently located.near downtown.

-Private and Semi-private Floor Plans

-Three nutritious hot meals daily.

-24 Hour Attendant Supervision.Licensed Nurses.
-Physical, Social and Recreational Activities
-Housekeeping Services

-Medication Services www.bartonhillsal.com
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Help Preserve 150 years of
Austin History

ZNA VOLUNTEERS have been work -
ing with the Barton Springs Baptist
Church Heritage Association for
several years on the maintenance of
the historic cemetery at 2900 Good -
rich. The developer of the property
next door, Riverside Homes, has
generously stepped forward, with

the approval of the Heritage Asso -
ciation, to help protect and preserve
the small cinderblock church build -
ing. Barton Springs Baptist Church,
established in 1865, was a cultural
and religious center of the neighbor -
hood for 80 years. The repairs are to
consist of replacing the roof, paint -
ing, and securing the structure
against moisture penetration. Be -
cause some of the repairs (the roof,
for instance), may be costly, River -
side Homes has proposed a partner -
ship with ZNA to raise funds for the
project. To learn more you may con -
tact Riverside Homes at 473 -9930.
At the ZNA Watermelon Social
(behind Zilker Elementary on July
25), volunteers will be on hand to
discuss how the community can

take part in the care of this impor -
tant part of neighborhood history.

J+ /Al Barton Springs Baptist
| Church, February 2010

Several neighbors are also
seeking state designation
for the cemetery. One of

o the oldest African -

| American cemeteries in

i Central Texas, it was des -

ignated a City of Austin
Iandmark in 1993. Ne|ghbors will begin working with the
church's Heritage Association to apply for designation as a
Historic Texas Cemetery through the Texas Historical Com -
mission. For more information about the state program, visit
the commission's Web site at thc.state.tx.us/cemeteries/
cemhtc.shtml.

To volunteer, contact Mike Meier, zilkerna@austin.rr.com.

\ Austin Veggie ChefLLC

Organic Natural Cuisine
In-Home Personal Chef & Catcring Services

&
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Chef/Owner Leslie Haak
Vegan forbidden rice croquette, mango coulis

Lamb chops, fennel arugula salad

512-944-9283  austinveggiechef.com

~8~04 Pharmacy & Fanuly Clinie
Lamar Plaza Drug Store

Jim & Dorinda Martin, pharmacists/owners
Invite youto becomea patron of your
neighborhood pharmacy/ clinic
We will Deliver your prrescriptions FREE
Use your Go Local card for extra discounts!

1132 South Lamar Blvd — Lamar Plaza
512-442-6777
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Short -term Rental Debate Heats Up
at Planning Commission

SHORT-TERM RENTALS (STRs for short) are a fair -
ly new phenomenon in cities like Austin, and be -
yond the definition of "short -term" as less than 30
days, there is little agreement about what they

are, how they affect neighborhoods, and what
regulations (if any) are applicable.

Until recently, STRs in Austin tended to be
very occasional rentals of true owner -occupied
homes (the owner would rent to a friend for two
weeks while they were on vacation). Lately, the
internet has made it possible for investorsto co -
ordinate short -term rentals of several houses,

essentially operating hotel networks while avoid -

ing the regulations that apply to bed and break -
fasts. A recent audit found that only about 80 of
the 200+ properties listed in Austin registered

and paid their hotel occupancy tax.

Austin may need more rental options for visi -
tors and for the UT community, such as B&Bs
and boarding houses. STRs can be a beneficial
part of that mix, but Austin must distinguish be -
tween owner -occupied homes that are occasion -
ally rented for less than a month versus purely
commercial operations that are avoiding reason -
able regulations.

Austin has formed an STR working group to
recommend a new ordinance through the Plan -
ning Commission. Because Zilker has one of the
highest concentrations of STRs in the city, ZNA
officers have been active in this working group.

Housekeeping by Michael & Nurys

Bask in the Bliss of Cleanliness

Residential cleaning services:
- Bath/Kitchen cleaned & sanitized
* Floors Vacuumed/mopped
- Dust removed

Call for free estimate:
366-2699

We treat you like our
livelihood depends on
your satisfaction,
because it doesl

Ask about our discount
for new clients.

THANKS AGAIN TO ALL the Zilker neighbors
who donated to the Neighborhood Watch
Adopt-a-Sign program. A special thanks to
Shudde Fath for the generous donation to
purchase and install the eight new signs to be
placed at key entry points into the Zilker
neighborhood. Now that all of the pledged
funds have been received, we are working
with the City to secure approvals for the
placement of these new signs.

Read about the Adopt -a-Sign project in
the April edition of ZNews, in the archives at
the ZNA Web site, zilkerneighborhood.org.

Among the provisions being considered, ZNA
and other members of the Austin Neighborhoods
Council are particularly interested in the
following:

¢ The separation of business (commercial)
STRS; that is, rentals of homes that are not
owner-occupied may not operate within 1000
feet of another commercial STR.

¢ Registration of all STRs.

¢ Inspection of business STRs for safety
standards and neighborhood compatibility.

+ Conditional use permit process (with a public
hearing) for business STRs, similar to that
required for B&Bs.

ZNA VP Steven McGuire and president Andy
Elder will try to keep updates on this issue
posted on the Web site, zilkerneighborhood.org.

SOUTH AUSTIN
COMMUNITY

ACUPUNCTURE

$15-%$40 SLIDING SCALE

acupunctureworldheadquarters.com
321 W. BEN WHITE BLVD
(512)707-8330
Open Monday thru Saturday
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Neighbors Envision
Zilker School Design

STUDENTS , PARENTS, teachers, and
neighbors came together for Envi -
sion Zilker on Saturday, May 14.
The professionally guided design
workshop was an enormous suc -
cess. Sponsored by the Zilker Ele -
mentary PTA and Campus Advi -

78704 Neighborhood
Specialist and Resident

sory Council, the workshop was sk W X y \
facilitated by representatives from (" ISR S5 '\ The Amiss Group
the Austin Community Design and A \ 442.8581

Development Center. It focused on
facilities and campus growth, pro -
viding an opportunity for partici -
pants to brainstorm, identify
shared values, and lay the ground -
work for another 60 years of excel -
lence. As AISD plans for future
school bonds and contemplates dis -
trictwide facility usage, the work -
shop provided a forum to develop
and document a vision for the be -
loved campus. Stay tuned for more
information on the workshop re -
sults and new ideas.

Amy Spiro and Heather Way

Zilker Elementary PTA

www.tomamiss.com

email: tom@tomamiss.com

Many thanks to Austin Java
for donating coffee and to
Torchy's Tacos for donating
tacos. Please tell these busi -
nesses that you appreciate
their support for Zilker.

To read more about the event,
look for the story by KXAN
News 36 on the Web site
kxan.com. Stay in touch with
the campaign to Save Zilker
Elementary through the PTA
site at zilkerelem.org, on
Facebook, and on the Save
Zilker Yahoo Group email list.




