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South Lamar Entertainment District:
How Do We Know When We've Had Enough?

ON OCTOBER 28, the Austin City Council will be consid -
ering the rezoning of the old service station on South
Lamar at Mary for liquor sales (called CS -1 in city code)
to accommodate a new bar. This is shaping up to be the
test case for whether the City Council is going to allow
South Lamar to become another entertainment district
to compete with Sixth Street downtown.

The ZNA executive committee has a lot of experience
dealing with the key issues in this case, most notably in
our negotiations with Gibson Street Bar, Shady Grove,
and the Highball to mitigate noise and parking prob -
lems. This year's crop of bar and restaurant cases along
South Lamar, however, has been different. The sites on
South Lamar targeted by bar investors tend to be very
small, right up against homes, with no room for parking
or for outdoor seating. (The business model for these
bars is heavily dependent on cheap outdoor seating.) To
paraphrase one of our neighbors in the South Lamar
Neighborhood Association, the applicants want to pour
10 pounds of flour into a 5 -pound sack. Increasingly,
ZNA is being asked to compromise and help the appli -
cant squeeze 8 pounds or 7 pounds into the 5 -pound
sack. In the past, we worked with owners to get the best
possible project within city code, while preserving the
neighbors' quality of life. Today, we are being asked to
support projects that can't possibly comply with code.
The ZNA executive committee needs to hear from you,

ZNA Meeting

October 25

Monday 6:30 - 8:45 pPMm
Zilker Elementary School
1900 Bluebonnet

X X X

Meet and Greet Social
Election of Officers for 2011
Holiday Fund Kickoff
Rezoning South Lamar for Bars
ACL Festival Feedback
X
Newcomers, old-timers,
homeowners, renters,

business neighbors
All Welcome

X X X X X

the members of ZNA, about where to
draw the line.

The Site Plan

The triangle at West Mary and 1901 S.
Lamar is typical of old service stations
along South Lamar, except that its
traffic and parking (Continued on p. 6)

Vote If You Love Zilker
The general election is Tuesday, Nov. 2, 2010. Early voting begins

VOTE

www.lwvtexas.org.

Monday, Oct. 18, and ends Friday, Oct. 29. On Election Day,

Precinct 332 votes at Zilker Elementary School (Bluebonnet at Hether)
Precinct 462 votes at the MHMR office (1700 S. Lamar, off Collier)
Precinct 342 votes at Barton Hills Elementary (2108 Barton Hills Dr.)
The League of Women Voters guide to the election is available at
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Zilker Elementary School Special Events

ZILKeR
LAMBOREC

Saturday, Oct. 30, Noon -4 pm

With the arrival of cooler temperatures, it's
time for Zamboree, Zilker PTA's fall carnival.
This year's carnival will feature a variety of
perennial favorite games and activities, such
as the cake walk, along with delicious food
and beverages.

Returning this year will be the 3 -on-3
basketball tournament, including an adult
division. Registration is only $9 per team, but
there is a 16 -team maximum, so register
early. For more information or to reserve your
spot, please contact Julie Carrillo
(carrillojl@yahoo.com).

Also returning this year will be the mystic/
healing tent. If you are a skilled massage
therapist, chiropractor, henna artist, or Reiki
practitioner and would like to volunteer at the
Healing Village, contact Akua Woolbright
(akua.woolbright@wholefoods.com).

New this year will be a Halloween costume
parade and a photo booth with a choice of four
backgrounds.

Zilker PTA BookPeople fundraiser

Oct. 29 - Nov. 8

Support reading, the local economy, and the Zilker
PTA by shopping at BookPeople for one week. It's
simple: during the week, Zilker families, friends,
and neighbors shop at BookPeople for books and
gifts. At check -out, present the Zilker BookPeople
flyer (distributed through the school and on
Zilkerelem.org). The store will donate 20 percent of
net sales to the Zilker PTA. If you forget the flyer,
just say you're shopping on behalf of Zilker.

Zilker PTA/BookPeople MiLk AND COOKIE
NIGHT : On Wednesday, Nov. 3, at 5 -8 pm, Zilker
PTA will host a special milk and cookie hooten -
anny. Children (and parents) can come to the store
in their pj's to shop, eat yummy treats, and listen
to special readings throughout the evening by
Principal Thomson and Zilker teachers.

Seeking Mentors for Zilker Students

YOU CAN HELP out a Zilker student by becoming a
mentor. Just 45 minutes once a week could make a
huge difference for a neighborhood child. All you
have to do is sign up with Austin Partners in Edu -
cation, attend one -hour of training, and complete a
simple background check. Find out more on the
Web at austinpartners.org/mentoring,  or contact
Zilker Elementary counselor Stacey Feldman at
414-3318 (stacey.feldman@austinisd.org).

Southpaws Playschool
2324B South Lamar Boulevard
* Canine Daycare * Puppy Crate Training

* Individualized Learning Programs
* Solid Gold® Pet Foods

Enjoy it Hot or as a
Delicious Refreshing
Iced Tea!
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Little Zilker Park
Tree Pruning Workshop

WONDERING HOW TO CARE for your
replacement trees planted through
Austin Energy, TreeFolks, or

other urban forest programs? This
workshop is for you.

Angela Hanson, a forester with
the City of Austin parks depart -
ment, has kindly offered to con -
duct a class for Zilker residents
and park volunteers interested in
the pruning of small trees, with a
discussion of general principles, a
guided tour of specific tree mainte -
nance problems in Little Zilker
Park, and some hands -on pruning.

Meet at the tennis courts on
Bluebonnet Lane (next door to the
Zilker school library), Saturday,
November 6, at 9 am -noon, with
pruning shears. Please e -mail
Gardner Sumner (ZNA parks and
environment committee chair) at
zltan@sbcglobal.net if you plan to
attend. Gardner Sumner

Friends of Little Zilker
Neighborhood Park

IT's OFFICIAL . Our neighborhood
park next door to Zilker School is
scheduled to be rededicated as
Little Zilker Neighborhood Park
on October 16, following the
annual fall workday. FZNP, the
group established to care for the
park, has also changed its name,
to Friends of Little Zilker Neigh -
borhood Park (FLZP).

To volunteer  for upcoming
workdays or other park projects,
contact littlezilker@gmail.com.
Join the Friends of Little

Zilker Neighborhood Park
through the Yahoo group for
FLZP@yahoogroups.com, or for
more info, visit the ZNA Web site
at zilkerneighborhood.org.

Green Mango Real Estate
Peter Stiles
663.7619

www.greenmangorealestate.com

and beautiful with
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grasshopper lawncare
Complete lawn maintenance for your home
or business. Sign up online. Pay online.

It's that easy.
www.grasshopperlawncare.net

Weekly or bi-weekly service starting at just $20/week.
Go online or call 512-560-9575 for more information

—  Bicycle Spaxt Shop ——

BIKE RENTALS

— Quality Craducto & Piendly Souwsice =

MOUNTAIN BIKES - ROAD BIKES - TRIATHLON BIKES
CRUISERS - KIDS BIKES & TRAILERS - TANDEMS
WETSUITS - WHEELS - ELECTRONIC ACCESSORIES

‘ﬁ’ﬁﬁ SAVE 20% ON ANY RENTAL

H WHEN YOU PRESENT THIS AD AT OUR CENTRAL LOCATION RENTAL DEPARTMENT
SPORT SHOP *RENTAL OFFERINGS PENDING AVAILABILITY
RUSTIN TEXAS 517 S. LAMAR BLVD - 512.477.3472
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= = Listen up, Pops. You too, Doll. This
I ke r C rl m e W is the deal. We got to watch each

other's back. If you see anything

that's not right, call 911. Stay in

by Robert Walls f) touch with the Zilker Yahoo
g

roup. Go to www.Yahoogroups.com

SOMEONE BROKE INTO MY PLACE the other day. and search for “Zilker."
They didn't take anything. In fact, they left a $5
bill and a note that read, "You poor chump!" Why? We are close to major thoroughfares,
Not everyone is as lucky as me, though. Crime so criminals can get in and out easily fi Barton
is inevitable in a beautiful inner  -city neighbor - Springs to Mopac, Lamar to Ben White, boom,
hood like Zilker. We live here because we love it. out of herefi nothing we can do about that. But
When things go wrong we take a stand. We vote. we can do something about this. Research
We fight for what is right. And crime is no differ - shows that criminals like easy targets, from
ent. Police patrols are spread thin. There are ten unlocked cars to unlocked homes, open garage
police cars patrolling the fifty square miles of the doors, no lights on at night, and no visible
Southwest Area Command (David Sector, to use crime watch program in existence.
the police lingo), of which Zilker is part. To be sure, there are already organized
So we, as a neighborhood, did what neighbor - blocks of crime prevention in Zilker, most nota -
hoods do: we whined; we posted on list -serve; we  bly the Ashby -Garner -Collier Neighborhood
blamed the police department; we got mad. Then, Watch set up by 65 proactive neighbors more
we did what the Zilker neighborhood does, andis  than a year ago. Neighbors on Jessie and Jose -
known for: we took action. We are activists at phine have organized as well. On Ann Arbor
heart, tired hippies if you will. Funny how things (one of the longest-running Neighborhood
go full circle. Now we are working with the police.  Watch blocks), neighbors had a very nice Night
After researching Neighborhood Watch Out party early this month, as did the South
programs and meeting with local police and you, Zilker folks by Barton Skyway and the neigh -
our neighbors, a group of residents started the bors on Garner and Collier. We are simply fol -
Zilker Neighborhood Crime Program. This is lowing their lead, and even template, in some
what we found out: Crime in our neighborhood, ways. So this is what we are doing:
while higher than we would like, is in line with 1 We are setting up more blocks like theirs,
Barton Hills and lower, much lower, than except we are calling them pods, and helping
Bouldin Creek. Still unacceptable. pod captains organize their own blocks.
Lo I 4 e . !
Anstm'falain‘ : Barton Hills Assisted Living 441 '6000
1606 Nash Avenue License#000389, 030323
Barton Hills Guest House
1809 Ford Street

Offering personal care in an elegant home-like
environment, conveniently located.near downtown.

-Private and Semi-private Floor Plans

-Three nutritious hot meals daily.

-24 Hour Attendant Supervision.Licensed Nurses.
-Physical, Social and Recreational Activities
-Housekeeping Services

-Medication Services www.bartonhillsal.com
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9 We are supporting these pods by
patrolling the entire neighbor -
hood in cars, on foot, and on
bikes, what we like to call the
Full Monte. Envision, if you will,
Mr. Rogers' neighbors, on bikes,
on patrol. Get yourself a dorky
sweater and cruise, baby! Or you
can buy a Zilker Neighborhood
Watch tee shirt to wear while
you jog. We also have cool bike
signs, for free! (Sorry, dog
walkers. We don't have doggie
vests, yet.)

91 We are discussing street signs.
We have a survey for your input
in this matter. Go to the Web
site zilkerneighborhood.org and
click on the Neighborhood
Watch icon.

Basically, we are having fun
and meeting new friends in the
process. We are keeping our neigh -
borhood safe now, so we don't have
to take it back later. To patrol, or
to get help organizing your block,
or simply to make a donation and
buy a tee shirt, contact one of the
coordinators listed below.

So get on board and have some
fun, because not everyone is as
lucky as me.

LIVE MUSIC & back!

Irie Bean Coffee Bar
2310 S. Lamar

Wed-Sat Nights

Check us out on Facebook
for Event Listings

Irie.Bean.Coffee.Bar
www.iriebean.com

78704 Pharmacy
Lamar Plaza Drug Store

Jim & Dorinda Martin, pharmacists / owners
Visit the Family Medical Clinic located inside of the pharmacy;
Dr. Liesa Harte specializing in anti -aging, weight loss,
hormone balancing and Family Practice
Full Compounding Lab i Immunizations

Diabetes Supplies / shoes

Free local delivery - Easy Transfer of prescriptions
from any pharmacy
1132 South Lamar Blvd 1 Lamar Plaza

512-442 -6777

Z Crime Watch

Robert Walls

Patrol Coordinator
robosouth@yahoo.com
922-5051

Ole Olesen

Pod Coordinator
ole@oleasutin.com
663-5776

Connie Temple
Coordinator Coordinator
connie.temple@gmail.com
592-8039
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(Continued from p. 1) problems are even
worse. For instance, two of the three drive -
ways on South Lamar and the first driveway
on Mary are within or adjacent to the inter -
section at Mary. If the city enforces its street
design standards, those driveways will have

to be closed. That means access will be limited
to the driveways closest to the building, re -
ducing the space available for parking.

The applicant has produced a "conceptual”
parking plan for the proposed bar, showing 19
spaces. It can be seen on the city Web site
(www.ci.austin.tx.us) in the backup material
for the City Council agenda of September 23,
under item 115 (by October 22, it should be
posted with the council agenda for October
28). Thanks to city staff's review of similar
offsite parking plans for the Black Sheep
Lodge (see July ZNews), we know that most of
these spaces do not meet code. For example, 4
spaces back directly onto West Mary, which is
not permitted, and 5 or 6 would have to back
into the South Lamar sidewalk and bus stop.
The plan does not address other requirements
(such as dumpster placement), but it is clear
that the bar proposal could not pass the site

ACL Festival Wrap Up

AFTER EVERY AUSTIN CITY LIMITS Music
Festival, the city parks department holds
what has come to be known as the wrap
meeting. It provides a chance for the nearby
neighborhoods to get together with the pro -
moter and city staff to share notes on the

|l ogi stics of that year
ment them as a team, before preparations
begin for the next festival. The promoter of
the festival, C3, has put a big effort into
working with the neighborhoods, but they
need to hear from us.

To patrticipate effectively, however, ZNA
needs to hear from you. ZNA has several
ways for you to let us know what worked and
what didndot this year.
comments on the Zilker Yahoo group
(zilker@yahoogroups.com), e-mail me directly
(steve_mcguire@yahoo.com), or attend the
ZNA general meeting on Monday, Oct. 25.

Steve McGuire

plan review required for a cocktail lounge
conditional use permit.

The Zoning Decision

In Austin, unfortunately, zoning decisions are sep
arate from site plan approvals. The City Council is

not inclined to deny an upzoning because a specific

project seems inappropriate. Real estate specula -
tors expect to get their zoning first and then let
someone else work out the messy site plan details
later, when the neighbors aren't paying attention.
This site is unusual, however, in that it has a his
tory of land -use policy recommendations that ar -
gue against upzoning, based on the city's accepted
zoning principles.

According to the city code's description of CS -1
the zoning has "operating characteristics or traffic
service requirements that are incompatible with
residential environments." This area between the
railroad tracks and South Lamar already has
significant residential uses, and over the last ten
years, ZNA has supported city zoning decisions
and planning policies to encourage more residen -
tial uses along with less intense commercial uses.
To the east of this property, along West Mary, are
the Bouldin Creek Apartments with 43 units, next
to that is a townhouse complex, and next to that
are single -family residences. On the north side of
West Mary, along Evergreen, is the historic mill,

which includes a lovely old single -family residence

and historic outbuildings that have been converted
to apartments. The east side of Evergreen is occu
pied by residences and is zoned SF -3 for most of
the block. Most of the west side of Evergreen is
zoned GR or CS with a mixed use or VMU overlay
and numerous conditional overlays, carefully nego
tiated over the years to encourage residential uses

GaAd chnipatible smnall busiaessds, suah astapant U
ments above offices and studios.

In August 2004, the Zoning and Platting
Commission recommended that the entire block of
Evergreen, including the triangle at 1901 South
Lamar, be downzoned to general retail with a
mixed use overlay (GR -MU). This was in response
to a staff recommendation that the block should be
allowed to redevelop "with mixed use providing
atlditional offican retailoccentmeryiad, end
residential uses in this heavily traveled area.”

This area was also carefully studied when ZNA
developed its Vertical Mixed Use plan three years
ago. We found the triangle property to be particu
larly inappropriate for any more -intense devel -



OcCTOBER 2010 Z §NEWS

Page 7

opment or parking reductions, and so removed it from the
VMU overlay, which the City Council adopted.

A Vision for South Lamar

For the last decade, there has been wide agreement that
many low -traffic businesses could make use of that space, but
the new investors contend that a bar is the only reasonable
use. There are already two CS -1 properties across Lamar (the
Horseshoe Lounge and Sazon), plus four adjacent restaurants
with liquor licenses, for a total of six bars and restaurants
struggling with traffic and parking problems at this inter -
section. Yet the bar investors are telling City Council that
South Lamar is underserved, in terms of liquor sales.

Do you agree? Should ZNA reject this rezoning request or
try to work with the investors? Please attend the ZNA general
meeting on October 25 and help us refine our vision for South
Lamar Boulevard. Lorraine Atherton

OMV Agreement at Opa's
After meeting with a city facili -
tator, the owners of Opa's at
2050 S. Lamar agreed to sound
mitigation and reduced hours for
their outdoor music. As a result,
ZNA and the adjacent home -
owner withdrew their appeals of
the outdoor music permit. As
part of the agreement, ZNA
encourages anyone who has
concerns about noise at Opa's to
call the restaurant first at 326 -
8742 and ask to speak with
Spiros or Jackie Karamalegos,
Jim Leverett, or Steve Reyna.

The Right Fit

Outdoor Fitness & Nutritional Programs

Life is all about
your
options

Cris Strong
512.287.0618
www.TheRightFitToday.com

g or Selling |
Your Home?

588 Keller Williams Top Realtor

& 78704 Neighborhood
8 Specialist and Resident

The Amiss Group
442-8581

www.tomamiss.com

email: tom@tomamiss.com

Austin Yoga School

Iyengar Hatha Yoga
from the Heart

FOR OVER 10 YEARS

We love beginners!

Beginners to Advanced—Daily Classes
Teacher Training—Special Workshops

PROUDLY FEEDING 78704

Maudie’s
TEX-MEX

1212 S.LAMAR,440-8088
WWW.MAUDIES.COM
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Who Are Santa's Helpers? Our Zilker Neighbors! by Barbara Cossie

AS WE WATCH THE HOLIDAY decorations going up in the stores, and the toys being set out on the
shelves, most of us can think back to our childhood Christmases. The smell of an evergreen tree cov -
ered in tinsel, the twinkle of the lights, the colors of wrapping paper and bows on the presents under
the tree, and the taste of that delicious dinner that Mom prepared. Yes, many of us remember that
time with fondness, and we try to recreate that holiday spirit for our own families.

Some parents in our neighborhood do not have the means to give their children that kind of holi -
day. This is where the Zilker Neighborhood Association and our neighbors step in. Now in its
twelfth year of service to our community, the ZNA  Holiday Families Program has provided toys,
clothes, and food to several needy families each year: single mothers with several children to keep
fed and clothed, a father just out of work, parents with a medically fragile child. All these folks are
struggling just to keep food on the table and the lights on. With our help , eight families from Zilker
Elementary School will enjoy a visit from Santa's elves this Christmas.

Here is what you can do to make their holidays a little brighter. If you feel blessed this year,
please consider sharing your blessings with  our Zilker families in need. Use the form below to sign

*kd2 DAL LD2 SRS

ZNA Holiday Families Program Volunteer Sign Up 2010
Yes, | want to help make the holidays happier for eight Zilker families.

Name:

E- mail: Address:

Phone:

A 1would like to purchase a gift from a family's gift list. Please contact me when the lists arrive.
A 1 would like to donate money to the ZNA Holiday Families Program.
A I have enclosed a check for $
Please make checks payable to Zilker Neighborhood Association and mail with this form to:
ZNA Holiday Families Program, 1818 Treadwell, Austin, TX 78704

BECOME A ZNA M EMBER TODAY
Membership is open to Zilker residents (renters or homeowners) 18 years old or older.
Annual dues are $7 per person. Additional contributions are welcome. (Many couples pay $25.)

Name: -mé&il:
Name: -mail:
Address: Phone:
Dues: Contribution for ZNA general fund:

Please make checks payable to Zilker Neighborhood Association and mail with this form to:

ZNA Memberships, 1818 Treadwell St., Austin, TX 78704
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up to help, or volunteer in person at
the ZNA general meeting on Mon -
day, October 25. You can make a fi -
nancial donation in any amount, or
purchase items from a family's wish
list (which will be provided through
the counselor at Zilker Elementary).
All money collected will go toward
the ZNA Holiday Families Program.
Gift cards in any amount from Tar -
get, Walgreens, HEB, and other
nearby businesses and food dona-
tions are welcome, too.

Help make your neighbors' holi -
day season a whole lot brighter this
year. Write your check today (paya -
ble to ZNA) and mail it to 1818
Treadwell St., Austin, TX 78704.
(Don't forget to put "Holiday Fami -
lies Program" on the memo line.) If
you would like to purchase gifts from
a wish list or donate an item, call
Barbara at 326 -1222 (daytime only).
The wish lists should be available by
December 1.

Thank you for sharing and caring
for your neighbors again this year.
The ZNA Holiday Families Program
is a project that our neighborhood
can be most proud to support. And,
you are the reason that it has contin
ued for 12 wonderful years!
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SOUTH AUSTIN
COMMUNITY
ACUPUNCTURE

$15 - $40 SLIDING SCALE

321 W, BEN WHITE BLVD, - AUSTIN TX, 78704
ACUPUNCTUREWQORLDHEADQUARTERS.COM

707-8330




