Newsletter of the
Zilker
N EWS Neighborhood
Association

Austin, Texas
JuLy 2010 Established 1981

Signs of the Times: Rethinking Transportation

by Lorraine Atherton, ZNews ediitor

"I T'S A DIFFERENT STREET. | had forgotten what a nice
street this is to live on." That was how Brent Cook
summed up the Residential Parking Permit (RPP)
program that went into effect on his block at the end of
June. The program restricts parking in the 2100 block of
Oxford and one block of Valeria to vehicles with residen -
tial permits at all times. Vehicles without permits can
be towed.
Restricting parking like this is just one of many ways
that Zilker residents are rethinking their relationship
with cars this summer, as Steve McGuire suggests in
his Austin City Limits Music Festival report on page 10.
According to Sarah Glasscock, Oxford residents first
attempted to work on street safety in 2006, when the
city allowed seven new businesses to occupy the build -
ing at 2110 South Lamar, which had barely enough
parking for one retail business. The overflow parking
created a hazard for traffic turning off and onto Oxford
and for residents, in or out of their cars. "We've gotten
info on the RPP program from the city, but don't feel
that we'll be able to meet the requirements," Sarah
wrote at the time (she has since moved out of the
(CONTINUED ON PAGE 2)

These signs now mark RPP Area 18, on Oxford and Valeria.
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neighborhood).

Sarah and several other neighbors spoke
with the landlord, Charlie Tomes, and Michael
Portman of Birds Barber Shop, and arrange -
ments were made to provide employee parking
in the Office Depot lot across South Lamar.
The problems continued, however, and early in
2008 Brent made the first concerted effort to
gather the residents' signatures and fill the
other application requirements for the RPP
program. Unfortunately, the city was in the
midst of revising the program process, and so
completion of the application was delayed.

As Peggy Pfaff reported in the July 2009
ZNews, Robert Guillory picked up where Brent
left off. Around the same time, the opening of
Black Sheep Lodge immediately north of 2110
S. Lamar made everything much worse, not
just for the neighbors on Oxford but also for
the existing businesses. The shopping strip
now bristles with No Parking signs, public and

The 2100 block of South Lamar bristles with No
Parking signs, as businesses compete for space.

commercial, as businesses jealously guard every
parking space. When we must pass a gauntlet of

Residents in RPP programs receive green stickers,
like the one on the left, for their vehicles, along with
a supply of guest passes.

angry red and black signs at every entrance, it's
difficult (even for a walker like me) to maintain
the relaxed, friendly attitude that we in Zilker
like to share with our business neighbors.

Early this year, Robert completed the resi -
dents' revised application and presented it to the
ZNA general meeting in February, as required
by city staff. The entire effort was driven by the
residents (not by ZNA), and their hard work has
paid off. The good news is that Brent and his
neighbors seem to have reduced the traffic prob -
lems to a tolerable level and restored some of
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