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Next Next   

ZNA MeetingZNA Meeting   

April 26April 26  

Monday 6:30 - 8:45 PM 
Zilker Elementary School  

1900 Bluebonnet  
× × × 

Meet the AISD Candidates  

Updates on  

ACL Festival Traffic, 

Neighborhood Watch, 

Outdoor Music Permits  

× 

Newcomers, old-timers, 

homeowners, renters,  

business neighbors  
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× × × × × 

School and ACC 

Trustee Elections  
VOTE  May 8, 2010, at:  

V Precinct 332  

Zilker Elementary School, 

Bluebonnet at Hether  

V Precinct 462  

MHMR office, 1700 South 

Lamar, Suite 101, off Collier  

V Precinct 342  

Barton Hills Elementary, 

2108 Barton Hills Drive  

Or vote early April 26 -May 4  

ZILKER  ELEMENTARY  SCHOOL  is celebrating its 

sixtieth birthday this year. In the year 2000, the 

school community dusted off and added to a collec -

tion of photos and documents recording the school's 

first 50 years. Ten years later, a quick look through the 

first few scrapbooks reveals a progressive community dedi -

cated to creating a better neighborhood for its children and 

for the future. The problems they faced and the solutions 

they pursued are familiar to today's school community.  

       For instance, on page 4 of this ZNews, you can compare park -

ing and traffic problems around the school in 1961 with today's 

traffic warnings. Or on page 2, compare a 1955 description of the 

"Dog Problem" with today's listing of the rules of doggie etiquette.  

       The most remarkable similarities, however, have to do with 

Zilker Neighborhood Park. A few years ago, ZNA negotiated a 

large contribution to Austin's park system from a Rolling Stones 

concert in Zilker Park (the big one). ZNA decided to invest its 

share of those proceeds in our little Zilker park next to the school. 

The master planning effort launched by Jeff Jack (then president 

of ZNA) immediately revived interest in  (Continued on page 10) 

IN RECENT  CONVERSATIONS  with the Austin Neighborhoods Council, 

Travis County commissioner Sarah Eckhardt and AISD superinten -

dent Meria Carstarphen both suggested that the antiquated proper -

ty tax system in Texas is crippling our ability to maintain our city 

and our schools. As a budget crisis looms over the school district, we 

the voters must try to choose the best candidates for our school 

board, even though that board may have little real control over the 

district's resources.  

     In the April 9 Austin Chronicle,  Richard Whittaker reported on 

the big issue facing AISD candidates: our teachers are trying to sur -

vive in the most expensive city in Texas while earning the lowest 

salaries. For example, Dallas is not the highest -paying district in 

Texas, nor does it have the lowest cost of living, but its average 

teacher salary is 17% higher than Austin's, (Continued on page 6)   

 School board election: A lesson in tax value   
     by Lorraine Atherton  

ZZ   
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DOG PROBLEM:  

  Almost everyone loves dogs, and most 

of us keep one as a pet. Nothing is more 

grateful or more loyal for such a small 

amount of love and attention.  

  Dogs at school, however, are quite a 

problem. They have become a nuisance at 

Zilker lately because they (1) turn over 

the garbage cans and scatter the trash, 

(2) consider an open door as an invita -

tion to enter the school, (3) get in the 

way of the children and ruin their out -

side games.  

  Aside from being pests, there is a 

certain amount of danger involved in 

their presence at school. While most of 

the dogs are pets that have followed 

children to school, some are strays that 

are covered with mange, ringworms, and 
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From Zilker -Zip  (the Zilker Elementary School PTA newsletter) March 1955  

sores. The children pet and play with 

these diseased dogs as well as the clean 

well ones. Another danger is the fact 

that there are so many skunks in the 

neighborhood that might possibly be 

rabid and bite the dogs and they in turn 

might bite our children.  

  Something must be done at once about 

this problem so we are sending out this 

appeal to all dog owners in the Zilker 

District. PLEASE TRY TO KEEP YOUR DOG AWAY 

FROM THE SCHOOL GROUNDS.  The dog catcher 

will be called to pick up all stray dogs 

around the school. If everyone will 

cooperate with us, we feel sure that 

this troublesome situation will be 

cleared up without having to resort to 

more drastic action.  

EDITOR 'S NOTE : Ten years ago, in 2000, the 

Zilker Elementary School community collected 

photos and documents recording the school's 

first 50 years. Most of the records are from PTA 

newsletters and annual reports, along with 

newspaper clippings and school correspondence. 

The archives trace the growth of the school from 

an enrollment of 270 in 1950, to 489 in 1953 

(requiring two portable classrooms), to 721 in 
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1963, back to the more reasonable 500 of recent 

years. A few excerpts from these archives are re -

produced here to provide a "then and now" per -

spective on the spirit of Zilker Elementary, as 

we celebrate its sixtieth birthday.   
     Thanks to Jackie Kraal, school librarian 

(since 1983), who has been working hard to pre -

serve the archives and make them accessible. 

Most of the records quoted here are from her 



 APRIL  2010   Z NEWS  Page 3  

From the Files of Zilker PTA  

This park is not a leash -free zone. 

To protect the ongoing tradition of 

an open park, please follow these 

requests.  

1. Restrain your dog near children.  
2. Keep your dog from running on 

the tennis court, basketball 

court, and playscapes.  
3. �6�F�R�R�S���\�R�X�U���G�R�J�·�V���S�R�R�S�����$�O�Z�D�\�V����

no exceptions. Remind others 

to do the same.  
4. Respect other park users. When 

children or parents with 

children approach, call your 

dog and make eye contact to 

show that you are alert and in 

control of your pet.  Other park 

uses, such as baseball, tennis, 

and soccer games, take 

precedence and should not be 

disrupted by wandering dogs.  
5. Help your fellow dog owners act 

responsibly in the park.  

     Please be respectful of the park 

and others using the park.  

work on the 1950s archives. Visit 

"60 Years of Zilker Pride," on the 

school Web site (austinisd.org), for 

more school history.  

     Thanks, too, to all the parents, 

teachers, staff, and students who 

have contributed to the school's 

history over the last 60 years.  

     Happy Birthday, Zilker.  

L ITTLE  ZILKER  PARK   

DOG  ETIQUETTE , 2008 
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For many years, responsible dog 

owners in the neighborhood have 

followed certain informal rules 

about the use of Little Zilker 

Park. In 2008, they committed to 

paper these guidelines for canine 

courtesy in the park.  


