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Let's Stop Planning for Crime
by Lorraine Atherton, ZNews Editor

NEIGHBORHOOD WATCH goes beyond crime reporting. Over the
decades, it has provided guidelines for how a traditional neighbor
hood like Zilker is supposed to work i a kit for creating a healthy
neighborhood one block at a time. As Richard Gravois, president
of ZNA, put it in a recent post to the Zilker Yahoo group, "The
benefits of a Neighborhood Watch program are many, and crime
prevention is one but not the biggest. The biggest benefit is get -
ting to know your neighbors. . . . It is a shame that TV crime
shows have big, blaring sound effects when the cops get the bad
guy. Toot, Toot. There is ho way that we will use tax money to get
76 trombones to play when you nod to your neighbor, but that's
what we need."

The current crime wave in Austin has renewed interest in
these programs, and in response, some Zilker neighbors are vol -
unteering to help you organize a Neighborhood Watch group on
your block. Read about it on page 4.

In response to crime reports on the Zilker Yahoo group, Jeff
Jack (a former ZNA president) also touched on the need to spend
tax money on healthy neighborhoods. Back when the City of
Austin was negotiating its police contract, says Jeff, "itwas ap -
parent that the only real indicator of crime levels was the econo -
my. Good economy, less crime; bad economy, more crime [but we]
were pressed into increasing the number of officers per 1,000
population” with the hope of reducing crime. Jeff goes onto ex -

plain that essentially all our tax revenue is dedicated to the pub -

lic safety budget: "So we now have the best staffed and the very
highest paid police department in the state yet no measurable
decrease in crime. . . . We did nothing to address these potential
real causes of crime, but instead relied on just more funding for
public safety. . . . We did not diversify our economy, increase job
training, or improve education for the most vulnerable of our pop
ulation, so when the economy went bad, the crime rate escalated.”
Indeed, at the beginning of last year's budget cycle, one of the
first suggested cuts to the police department's own budget was
the Community Liaison office, which helps us with Neighborhood
Watch and other crime prevention efforts. Through the Austin
Neighborhoods Council, ZNA supported efforts to maintain effec
tive community programs within APD, (Continued on page 10)

Next
ZNA Meeting

February 22
Monday 6:30 - 8:45 PMm
Zilker Elementary School
1900 Bluebonnet
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Meet and Greet Social

Oxford Parking Permits
Name Our Park
Neighborhood Watch

Update

X
Newcomers, old-timers,
homeowners, renters,
business neighbors
All Welcome
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Primary Elections

TEXANS WILL VOTE in Demo-
cratic or Republican party pri -
maries on March 2.

V Precinct 332 votes at
Zilker Elementary School, on
Bluebonnet at Hether.

V Precinct 462 votes at
the MHMR office at 1700
South Lamar, Suite 101, off
Collier.

V Precinct 342 votes at
Barton Hills Elementary, at
2108 Barton Hills Drive.
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Our Park Workday: March 6

Zilker Park

ONCE AGAIN , the Zilker community will take

part in oltés My Park D4y, |l ed h . yea
for 9 am till noon on Saturday, March 6. Enjoy a FteSh\faI

lovely spring day with friends and neighbors as

we give our neighborhood park a little TLC.

We & | | be pruning, planti|jng, o b
sure to bring hats, gloves, shovels, clippers,

pruning shears, and rakes.

refreshments for the hard -working volunteers.

oltéds My Park Dayo is a |[ci tyw;ijqje

sponsored by the Austin Parks Foundation. If
you are interested in
attending, please email Its M
littlezilker@gmail. com y
and we?dl

posted.

Kim McKnight

Kite

Free Zilker Park
starts 10 AM Sunday

March 7, 2010

Free shuttle rides and parking
Hotline 448 -KITE
See zilkerkitefestival.com

Park Names Headed for City Board
by Kim McKnight, for Friends of Zilker Neighborhood Park

TwO FINALIST NAMES for our neighborhood park
have been selected to be forwarded to the City of
Austin Parks and
net Parko6é and oLittle
many submissions from the school and neigh -
borhood community.

Zilker Neighborhood Park, which is smaller
than five acres, is directly adjacent to Zilker
Elementary, and it is very close to the larger
Zilker Park that most Austinites know. The
Friends of Zilker Neighborhood Park sought a
more distinctive name that would give the park
an identity that is separate from both the school
and the big Zilker Park.

Last spring, a committee of Friends of Zilker
Neighborhood Park undertook a park renaming
process, which started with requesting name
submissions. We received more than 50 entries.
The committee sifted through the submissions
and has put forward the most popular names.
Further, the committee will be submitting a list
of names of neighborhood people who merit
special recognition due to their commitment to
the community.

The park renaming process will be an agenda

item at the upcoming Zilker Neighborhood Asso

Re cr e a tciatomger@@laneeling oroFBUrudrg A2 oAfter
Z i the kneeting,fhe nalnés will isedoeniarded t the

Parks Board. The board will receive public com
ment and then forward a recommendation to the
City Council, which makes the final decision.
Any citizen in any part of the city may come for

ward to support any name of his or her choosing.

Special thanks to the scores of Zilker neigh -
bors and Zilker Elementary students, teachers,
and parents who patrticipated in the park naming
process by submitting suggestions. Further
appreciation is given to the committee that has
spent almost a year working on this project.

=

To volunteer for upcoming workdays or other park
projects, contact littlezilker@gmail.com.

Donate toward Little Zilker park improvements by
sending your contribution made out to the Austin
Parks Foundation (write "Zilker Neighborhood Park"
in the memo line) at
Austin TX 78701.

816 Congress Ave, Ste. 1680 ,
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Who Puts the "Ho Ho Ho!"
in the Holidays? (zreen Mangu Real Estate
The real estate agency of TETO4

r 4
Our Zilker Neighbors Do! f/ \
Buying or selling a home in Zilker? ) fh,

by Barbara Cossie, ZNA Holiday .
Families Program Coordinator Talk to a neighbor.

A BIG THANK YOU goes out to all our Now is a great time to
neighbors who gave to the ZNA buy! Call me to find
Holiday Families Program. In out about low prices
December 2009, ZNA served eight . and oreat interest
families from Zilker Elementary Peter Stiles E"-'mte&

School by providing toys, clothes, #h3-7619

books, household items, food, and

HEB and Target gift cards.
As the boxes of wrapped gifts
arrived at the door delivered by our

e mste L |IVE BREATHE BIKEAUSTIL -~ K723

that Santa had not forgotten them.
e o

"Thank you! Thank you! Thank
you!" was many times accompanied
by clapping hands and smiling
faces. This is why ZNA has contin -
ued to do this annual project for

the past 11 years.

Without donations from our
neighbors, this program would not
be the success itis. So it is with
much gratitude that the ZNA exec - & :
utive committee wishes to thank . . e NAE ey v Visi
and acknowledge all the folks that BICYCLESPORTSHOP.COM © CENTRAL- 517 S. LAMAR - 512.477.3472  NORTH-10947 RESEARCH- 512.345.7460
gave so many people so much joy
with their donations of their time,
talent, money, and gifts. Special _
thanks go to our Zilker elves for ‘ Keep your lawn healthy
wrapping and delivering the pres - . and beautiful with
ents for our holiday families: Hill o == g v

Abel, Lorraine Atherton, Janet -3 b %
Dunkelberg, Mike Meier, Bobby grass h Spper | Gelicare

Rigney, and Jean Warren. Please  [[%@%  Complete lawn maintenance for your home
visit the ZNA Web site at www. > or business. Sign up online. Pay online.
zilkerneighborhood.com for a com - |%4 -
plete list of our holiday donors. £ It's that easy.

Again, thank you, neighbors. www.grasshopperlawncare.net
Your compassion and service to E | Weekly or bi-weekly service starting at just $20/week.

this cause is the reason Why Zilker Go online or call 512-560-9575 for more information

is the best place to live, all year
‘round!
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Join In with Neighborhood Watch
by Laura "Ole” Olesen

WE ZILKERITES have grown increasingly con -
cerned about the upsurge of home and vehicle
break-ins, as well as other crimes, in our
neighborhood.

The Austin Police Department has beenre -
sponsive to the concerns we raise, but simply
cannot be everywhere at all times. There is a
historic precedent for neighborhoods helping law
enforcement. Neighborhood Watch was designed
in the 1960s when the U.S. Sheriff's Department
partnered with citizens and citizen groups to slow
an upsurge in crime.

Much of Neighborhood Watch's success is

Please let Laura know if you can join your
Zilker neighbors at this lunch meeting:

Time: Thursday, February 18, at noon
Place: Artz Rib House back room

Contact Laura at 663 -5776 or
ole@oleaustin.com
if you'd like to be involved.

about knowing and staying in touch with our
neighbors so that we more easily know when
unusual activity is afoot and what to do. The
added benefit of Neighborhood Watch is getting
to know one another better.

| have agreed to be a point of contact for Zil -
kerites wanting to participate so we can be
more efficient with our efforts. Please contact
me if you're interested in more information.

To start, one of our Zilker neighbors will
share lessons learned from organizing her block
so we can avoid some of the stumbling blocks
she experienced. Please let me know if you can
join us for this lunch meeting, on February 18.

If not, look for a sign -up sheet at the ZNA
meeting on February 22.

Also, watch the Zilker Yahoo group for further
updates. If you aren't a member yet,
go to www.Yahoogroups.com and search for
"Zilker," then click on "Join this group.”




