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Waterfront Overlay Ordinance Threatened!

Council Members Spelman and Riley Break Campaign
Promises to Honor the Waterfront Overlay Ordinance

by Lorraine Atherton, ZNA co -president

IT SEEMS LIKE just a few weeks ago that the City Council
reinstated the Waterfront Overlay Ordinance that Austinites
have worked so hard to preserve for decades, but a majority of
the council members have already voted to approve a South
Austin project that violates the development limits of the overlay.
For the members of Save Town Lake, the Austin Neighborhoods
Council, and others who care deeply about the beauty of Austin's
lakefront, the biggest shock was the vote of our two new council
members, Chris Riley and Bill Spelman, who had pledged
unequivocally in their election campaigns to support and protect
the Waterfront Overlay.

Adherence to the ordinance has been crucial to ZNA's ability
to work with developers along Restaurant Row to achieve
superior projects with real community benefits, without
destroying the vistas and green space that we all value on Lady
Bird Lake. That's why ZNA must ask you, once again, to write to
the City Council and urge them to honor the overlay and demand
more from this project when it comes (Continued on page 7)
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TEXANS wiLL VOTE on 11 constitutional amendments in the upcoming general election on Tuesday,
Nov. 3, 2009. Early voting begins Monday, Oct. 19, and ends Friday, Oct. 30. On Election Day,

V Precinct 332 votes at Zilker Elementary School, on Bluebonnet at Hether.
V Precinct 462 votes at the MHMR office at 1700 South Lamar, Suite 101, off Collier.
V Precinct 342 votes at Barton Hills Elementary School, at 2108 Barton Hills Drive.

The League of Women Voters and the Public Affairs Forum of the First Unitarian Universalist
Church of Austin are hosting a forum on the amendments, with Senator Kirk Watson as the featured
speaker, on Oct. 18 at 11:30 Am at the church (4700 Grover). The League's voter guide to the election

is available at www.lwvtexas.org.

Propositions 2, 3, 5, and 11 address some property appraisal and tax issues that have been

hot topics in Austin. Although the Travis Central Appraisal District has

(Continued on page 11)
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TreeWheelin' Bicycle Tour Celebrates Zilker Oaks

by Shannon Halley, Associate Director, TreeFolks

IN 1976, more than 200 of Austin's oldest,
largest, and most notable trees were inducted
into the City of Austin Bicentennial Tree
Registry and featured in a car tour of Austin
trees. Now, thirty years later, the TreeWheelin'
Bicycle Tour aims to honor these trees i they
are our oldest citizens and most efficient city
workers i1 and to recognize the valuable role of
the urban forest in providing clean air and
water, absorbing storm runoff, saving millions
of dollars annually in energy costs, and
beautifying our city.

On October 24, from 9 AM to noon, fifty trees
across the city will be included on pedal, bus,
and walking tours, with volunteers stationed at
each stop to provide information about the
trees, maps, and refreshments.

In the Zilker neighborhood, you will be able

to visit with Gardner Sumner about the
magnificent live oaks at 1001, 1004, and 1206
Garner. The tour also includes live oaks at 903
Jessie and Matt's El Rancho, a cottonwood near
Lou Neff Point, and cypress trees on Lady Bird
Lake at Barton Creek and in Zilker Park.

Guided bike rides will start at Pease Park,
and cyclists can choose from advanced, inter -
mediate, and beginner routes. The event will end
with a celebration of TreeFolks' twentieth
birthday. Register online at www.treefolks.org or
in person on October 17 (10 -noon) at Bicycle
Sport Shop on South Lamar.

To learn more about TreeFolks and heritage
trees, visit the Web site at TreeFolks.org. To
include your favorite trees in Austin's urban
forest inventory, contact Zilker resident Shannon
Halley through TreeFolks or phone 443 -5323.

Fall Work Day Brings Out the Best in the Park
by Gina Diehl, Friends of Zilker Neighborhood Park

THE FALL WORK DAY for Zilker Neighborhood Park is already here, on Saturday, October 17.

At least twice a year, in the the fall and the spring, your help is needed for maintenance,
upkeep, and new projects on the grounds of our neighborhood park. This season we will be mulch -
ing many mature trees around the school. It has been a hard summer, and these trees could use
some care. We will be building a butterfly garden near the early years playscape and whipping the
existing Library Garden into shape. Gardner, Kate, and Polly will be our team leaders, and we

need your help to get this work done.

Come see how the trees planted at last year's
Fall Work Day are thriving and the tremendous
impact of the new transplants from the Green
Water Treatment Plant. Adults and kids are
welcome! Invite your neighbors! We will be start -
ing at 9 Am next to the Library. If you would like to
help out, please contact littlezilker@gmail.com and
provide your name, how many adults, how many
kids, and any available tools you can bring.

This will be a fun effort to improve our park by
caring for our trees and gardens. Even if you need
to come late, please join in; the second shift is
always a nice boost for the early birds.

Jenny Melendez and friends plant a tree at the Little Zilker
Fall Work Day in October 2008. Photo by Kate Walker
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Name Our Park

THIS YEAR a committee of neigh -
bors has been working to come up
with a new name for our neighbor -
hood park, next door to Zilker Ele -
mentary School. Its official name

is Zilker Neighborhood Park, but

we have been calling it Little

Zilker. Through newsletter and list
serve announcements, the commit -
tee has received dozens of suggest-
ed names. The members now hope
to present a report to the ZNA gen -
eral meeting on Oct. 26, including
three or four top choices for the

park name plus a list of special
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“ Located inside Bicycle Sport Shop

Free Wi-FI!
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517 S. Lamar Blvd.
(512) 477-3472

WWWWWMMMWM bicyclesportshop.com

regbors whomifuberecognized | (reen Mango Real Ftate ‘
The committee is inviting other The real estate agency of TET04. X )
groups who may have an interest ) A
to participate, and it will take into Buying or selling a home in Ziller? 1 &
consideration any feedback re - Talk to a neighbor. 1) '

ceived from the community. In
keeping with the city's procedures

for naming parks, our plan is to Now is a great time to
present the neighborhood's top buy! Call me to find
choices to the Parks Board, which out about low prices

will make recommendations to the
City Council. Members of the
community will have an opportu -
nity to support a name that they
like or suggest new names directly
to the Parks Board. Kim McKnight

Peter Stiles and great interest
6637619 rates.

For more info, e -mail Kim at
kimmcknight@austin.rr.com, or S
phone 663-6422. — and beautiful with
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grasshopper lawncare

To volunteer for upcoming

workdays or other park projects, e Complete lawn maintenance for your home
contact littlezilker@gmail.com. > or business. Sign up online. Pay online.
Don ward Little Zilker park >

Do ate toward Little ilker pa It's that easy.

improvements by sending your :

contribution made out to the www.grasshopperlawncare.net

Austin Parks Foundation (write - | Weekly or bi-weekly service starting at just $20/week.
"Zilker Neighborhood Park" in the z Go online or call 512-560-9575 for more information

memo line) at 816 Congress Ave,
Ste. 1680, Austin TX 78701.
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Special Events
Oct 17 Little Zilker Work Day

Oct 19 Student Holiday /
Parent Conferences

Oct 24 Zilker PTA Zamboree
Carnival

Nov 12 PTA Potluck Supper
and Zilker Book Launch

Nov 20 PTA Zilker Backyard
Concert

So How Muddy Was It?

AFTER EVERY Austin City Limits Festival, the city Parks Department holds what has come to be
known as the wrap meeting. It provides a chance for the nearby neighborhoods to get together with
the promoter and city staff to share notes and thoughts on the logistics of that year's festival, and to
document them as a team, before preparations begin for the next festival. The promoter of the
festival, C3, has put a big effort into working with the neighborhoods, but they need to hear from
us. These postevent meetings also help us apply lessons learned from ACL to other events, and vice
versa, so that everyone can enjoy the park more with less wear and tear.

To participate effectively, however, ZNA needs to hear from you. ZNA has several ways for
you to let us know what worked and what didn't this year. You can post your comments on the
Zilker Yahoo group (Zilker@YahooGroups.com) or through the ZNA Web site
(www.zilkerneighborhood.org), or you can e -mail us directly at ZilkerNA@austin.rr.com. Or you can
come to the ZNA general meeting on Monday, Oct. 26, at 7 pm at Zilker Elementary.

At the general meeting, we hope to have reports from this year's two volunteer traffic monitors.




