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Hot Water Issues

by Lorraine Atherton, ZNA co -president WATERMELON
OVER THE LAST 40 YEARS, Zilker neighbors have SOCIAL

been leaders in Austin's environmental and conser -

vation initiatives, focused on the protection of our ‘JU|y 27
superb water resources, from public access on the waterfront to Monday 6:30 - 8:30 PM

water quality at Barton Springs Pool and its source in the Edwards .
Aquifer. Today, amid a historic heat wave and drought, our water Outdoor Learning Center
policy suddenly seems stressed to the breaking point. Zilker Elementary School
This edition of ZNews touches on four items that have citywide 1900 Bluebonnet
water implications. Austin's weak water conservation goals and the
plans for a new water treatment plant are discussed in this article.
The new irrigation system in Zilker Park is described on page 2,
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Meet and Greet Social

and planned unit developments (PUDs) within the waterfront Eat watermelon, spit seeds
overlay of Lady Bird Lake figure in the zoning report on page 6. See the latest park
Getting Serious about Saving Water Improvements
Although Austin experienced a severe drought last summer, the Newcomers, old-timers,
citizens of Austin reduced our peak day demand to 219 million homeowners, renters,
gallons, well below the previous high of 240 million gallons in 2001. business neighbors, and pets
In February, Bill Bunch of the Save Our Springs Alliance (and a All Welcome
Zilker neighbor) briefed a ZNA meeting on the prospects for even
greater reductions if Austin would set more  (Continued on page 10) X X X X X
ZNA Votes, More than Most ZNA WANTS YOU!
u u u u u Uu Volunteer now fi get to know your neighbors

IN THE MAY City Council elections, turn -
out was improved in ZNA's precincts
over the pitiful turnout in 2008, but it

and make a great neighborhood even better.

was still very low. Citywide turnout was The Zilker Neighborhood Association will be nominat-
13%. In Zilker, Precinct 332 had 19% . . . -

and 462 had 9%. Turnout in most of ing offl.cers and com_mlttee _chalrs m_September to
78704 (the South Central neighbor - serve in 2010. Now is the time to think about what
hoods) averaged only 10%. Precinct 332 leadership role you could fill in ZNA. Call Richard
had the highest percentage turnout in Gravois or any other ZNA officer, or come to the

South Central, with 757 voters.
ZNA voted above the citywide aver - _
age for all the winning candidates except and sign up for

Chris Riley: 71% for Leffingwell, 90% for the ZNA of the future.

Watermelon Social on July 27

Martinez, 88% for (Continued on page 7)
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Welcome to Austin's New Front Lawn

WONDERING what's going on at the soccer fields
in Zilker Park? They are being transformed into
the Great Lawn, thanks to a $2.5 million dona -
tion from C3 Presents, the folks who bring the
Austin City Limits Music Festival to the park
every year. You can get an up close look at the
new lawn by volunteering, through the Austin
Parks Foundation, to help mulch trees, weed the
volleyball courts, pick up sod strips, and clean up
sidewalks and curbs. Volunteer days are Satur -
days on July 18 and 25, from 9 to noon.

Everyone who participates from 9 to noon is
eligible to win a pair of Austin City Limits Music
Festival three -day passes (the passes are now
officially sold out, so volunteering may be your
last chance to get one). A pair of tickets will be
given away at each volunteer day.

There are three steps to be eligible to win:
1. Sign up for the dates you will attend

2. Arrive by 9 AM and be sure to sign in

3. Work until noon and stay for the drawing

Tools, gloves, and jugs of water will be supplied,
and C3 Presents will have cool ACL t -shirts for
the first 50 volunteers on each day. Sign up at
www.austinparks.org/volunteer.php.

Steps to a Great Lawn

Excerpts from the City of Austin Web site, "Zilker
Park Improvements"
(ci.austin.tx.us/parks/zilkerparkimprove.htm)

The 46-acre Great Lawn, the north portion of the
park (Lou Neff road), has not received major im -
provements since its construction in the 1930s.
The Parks and Recreation Department (PARD)
has implemented a project to improve and main -
tain the turf, conserve potable water, and en -
hance the overall appearance of the park. These
improvements will provide a durable, resilient

turf that will serve to create a space that inspires
visitors to play, imagine, rest, and interact with
nature and each other.

Installation of an irrigation pump station was
completed in May, which will provide raw water
from Lady Bird Lake to the manual irrigation
system. By watering the park with nonpotable
water, PARD will be supporting an Austin City

Council resolution to save over 32 million gallons
of treated water a day in our peak season.

This major turf improvement program will
provide the proper infrastructure to maintain this
premier park. On any given day, citizens visit
Zilker Park to walk, let their dog run free, fly a
kite, throw a Frisbee, and many more recreation
activities. The Great Lawn is also home to the an
nual Trail of Lights festival, the Austin City
Limits Music Festival, the longest -running kite
festival in the United States, and the summer
Blues on the Green concerts.

Completed improvements include:

8§ Regrading of the soil, along with improve -
ments to the drainage to eliminate low spots
that collect water.

§ Installation of a curb -to-curb irrigation system

that utilizes nonpotable water. This system
will include the WeatherTRAK smart evapo
transpiration technology. These irrigation
controllers automatically adjust irrigation

schedules based on landscape needs and local

weather conditions. The result is responsible
water use and a healthier environment.

8 Replacement of existing common bermuda -
grass with an improved variety, Tifway 419, to
provide a durable and very resilient turf.

§ Improvements to the existing sand volleyball
courts and the addition of one new court.

§ Installation of additional drinking fountains
for park users.

The month of July will be devoted to establish
ing the new turfgrass, which will require 6 to 8
weeks to establish and mature prior to the open
ing of the park. The park is expected to open for
general use sometime in August, before the ACL
Festival. Reservations and organized events will
not be accepted until October 2009.

A Gateway Worthy of Zilker

Austin has planned to create a gateway to Zilker
Park on Barton Springs Road since 1982, but the
reconstruction of the road between South Lamar
and Robert E. Lee was not completed until 2003.
The decision to build landscaped medians, along
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with wide sidewalks and bike lanes,
rather than a continuous left turn
lane, was controversial, but ZNA
supported the vision of a welcoming,
green, and pedestrian -oriented en -
trance to Zilker Park from the be -
ginning. Since its completion, it has
proven to be a model streetscape,
providing greatly improved access to
the park and to Restaurant Row for
neighbors and visitors alike. The
landscaping, however, is in need of
some revitalization, to match the
overhaul of the Great Lawn.

In April, the Austin Area Garden
Clubs requested that the Parks De -
partment "repair, replant, and
maintain this area as an entrance to
Zilker Park that reflects the beauty
of the park," and the garden clubs
have taken the lead in fund -raising
for the project. Businesses along
Barton Springs Road have already
pledged thousands of dollars, and an
account has been set up with the
Austin Parks Foundation to accept
donations.

PARD has taken on the project
and will be working to complete
much of it before the Austin City
Limits Music Festival in October.
Parks staff should begin work on the
irrigation system this month, and
we hope that a planting plan will be
available for display at the ZNA
Watermelon Social. Look for it on
July 27.

Look for a park workday at Little
Zilker Park, next to Zilker Elementary,
this fall. To volunteer for workdays or
other park projects, contact
littlezilker@gmail.com.

Donate toward Little Zilker park im -
provements by sending your contri -
bution made out to the Austin Parks
Foundation (write "Zilker Neighbor -
hood Park" in the memo line) at 816
Congress Ave, Ste. 1680 , Austin TX
78701.
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Neighbors look for relief from parking pinch

by Peggy Pfaff

You MAY HAVE noticed the addition of several wonderful
businesses along South Lamar Boulevard. Now we can
walk or bike to get a haircut, see a movie, buy fresh
baked goods, enjoy yummy Mexican food, or get a beer
and a burger. Unfortunately, along with the increase in
walkable services available to the folks in the Zilker
neighborhood has come a burden on parking along the
residential streets that are near these businesses.
Sometimes the city of Austin allows a business to get
a variance from providing adequate parking. Sometimes
the parking that is offered is offsite and requires crossing
a major street. Oxford, Kinney, and Valeria streets
(south of the light at Oltorf and South Lamar) have had
an undue burden of employee and patron parking that
has reduced these streets to one lane for much of the day
and evening. Walking, driving, and accessing driveways
on these streets has become hazardous much of the time.
These streets appear to be eligible for the city's
Residential Parking Permit (RPP) program. Residents of
these streets, spearheaded by Robert Guillory on Oxford,
are interested in applying to the RPP program to limit
parking on these streets to residents and their guests
during specified hours. Please keep an eye out for Robert,
who will be walking a petition to get this program set up.
Once signatures are gathered on the target streets (and
on other streets that may be affected by overflow
parking), the RPP application will be reviewed at a ZNA
guarterly meeting.

Possible Residential Parking Permit area,
within 1000 feet of the retail strip at
Oxford and South Lamar Boulevard, may
include parts of Kinney, Goodrich, and
Valeria, as well as both blocks of Oxford.




